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CITATION

Conferral of the Degree Honorary Doctor of Philosophy in Philosophy,
Politics and Economics to His Royal Highness Tongsa Penlop
Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck of the Kingdom of Bhutan

Born on February 21, 1980, His Royal Highness Tongsa Penlop Jigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuck received an education in the rich religious and cultural
heritage of Bhutan. His Royal Highness attended school in Bhutan, and
continued his studies in the United States and Great Britain. He graduated from
Oxford University in 2003 with a Master's Degree in Politics and International
Relations.

His Royal Highness Tongsa Penlop Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck’s
installation as the 16th Tongsa Penlop in 2004 designated that His Royal
Highness shall be heir of the Golden Throne and assures the continuity of the
monarchy in the Himalayan Kingdom. Following the extremely demanding
traditional etiquette and training the heir to the Golden Throne received under
His Majesty King Jigme Singye Wangchuck’s gracious guidance, His Royal
Highness has successfully demonstrated his benevolent leadership, versatile
talents, noble intention, determination and courage to face all the challenging
requirements of a Crown Prince and, as reflected in the Royal address of His
Majesty the King on December 2005, the future responsibilities of the Throne
which would be graciously vested upon His Royal Highness before 2008.

The Kingdom of Bhutan is undergoing a transition to a constitutional monarchy
which was prudently proposed by His Majesty King Jigme Singye Wangchuck.
As part of this advancement His Royal Highness will ascend the Golden Throne
prior to Bhutan’s 2008 adoption of a constitution in becoming a parliamentary
democracy.

As such His Royal Highness has presided over many of the consultations which
resulted in the completed Constitution which is currently awaiting ratification by
the people of Bhutan. During this process His Royal Highness has encouraged
the citizens of Bhutan to sit together, discuss the Constitution in detail and find
ways to make it stronger and better suited to serve the long-term interest of the
country and the people. His Royal Highness has observed that the role of the
monarchy in Bhutan in the future would be even more important in safeguarding
the interests of the people and the country in a democratic system.



The Kingdom of Bhutan is noted for a national development goal based on
Gross National Happiness. The four pillars of this philosophy are protection of
national identity and culture, sustainable development, good governance, and
protection of the environment. His Royal Highness has observed that although
Gross National Happiness is inherently Bhutanese, the ideas have a positive
relevance to any nation, people or community

His Royal Highness has an unwavering interest in human development and
improving the welfare of youth. In May, 2002, His Royal Highness represented
Bhutan at the 27th United Nations General Assembly during the "UN Special
Session for Children", an important international conference held with the
purpose to create a "World Fit for Children". Addressing the leaders of the 190
member countries, His Royal Highness reiterated that the comprehensive
development of children is an essential part of national development whereby
planning should not be envisioned just a few years ahead, but generations into
future.

The recent visit to Thailand by His Royal Highness on the auspicious occasion
of the celebration marking the 60" Year Accession to the Throne by His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej proved to be an instant success in strengthening and
expanding the diplomatic and friendly relations between the Kingdoms of
Thailand and Bhutan while enhancing the favorable image of Bhutan in the
international community.

Despite his many accomplishments His Royal Highness remains a humble,
thoughtful person. “I have never in my life thought of myself as a Prince,” His
Royal Highness has observed. “I have always been, first and foremost, an
ordinary subject whose only duty is to serve my king and country.”

In recognizing His Royal Highness’ substantial contributions in leadership and
national development and Rangsit University affirms its devoted support for His
Royal Highness works on behalf of the Kingdom and the people of Bhutan.
Indeed, His Royal Highness’ unique personality combining a mixture of
humility, gentleness and friendship are reflected in works of dignity, dedication
and progressive leadership - an inspiration and role model for youths all over the
world, particularly in Thailand, where His Royal Highness shall always be the
Precious Prince of Hearts.

The Rangsit University Council unanimously resolves the conferral of the
Degree Honorary Doctor of Philosophy in Philosophy, Politics and Economics
to His Royal Highness Tongsa Penlop Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck.



